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TheTreeof Lifeisaweekly teaching summary.
The Tree of Lifefrom the week ending 11/22/09
The new thingsthat have come; the principle of equality in election and predestination. Part 2.

Asapart of “the new things’ that have comefrom 2Co 5:17, we have been noting the ten unique assertsthat believers
in other digpensationsdid not possesswhich arein view. We have seen thefirg three:

a Thebaptism of the Spirit which resultsin the creation of anew spiritua speciesand theroyal family of God.

b. The PPOG and apersona sense of destiny which isuniquefor theroya family of God only.

¢. You aso have aphenomena portfolio of invishble assetswhich belongsto you asamember of theroyal family of
God.

d. Thefourthistheprinciple of equdity. For thefirst timein history, every believer, regardless of background or
persona higtory hasequality given by God. The unique equality factor hasto do with the subject of election and
predegtination asequal privilege and equal opportunity. Under the principle of el ection, God willsHishighest and His
best for each believer. Under the principle of predestination God hasprovided aplan for the believer to havethat
highest and best. Every member of the Roya family of God hasequal privilege and equa opportunity to livein

God' spre-designed plan. At the moment of salvation, no oneissuperior or inferior, no one hasahigher postion than
any other. Thereisapassage written by the apostle Peter just before hisdeath that ded swith election asit should be
dealt with, and that is with arecognition of thefreewill of man.

For if thesequalitiesareyoursand areincreasing, they render you neither uselessnor unfruitful in thetrue
knowledgeof our Lord JesusChrigt. For hewho lacksthese qualitiesisblind or short-sighted, having
forgotten hispurification from hisformer sins. Therefore, brethren, beall themorediligent to makecertain
about Hiscalling and choosing you; for aslong asyou practicethesethings, you will never sumble; for in this
way theentranceintotheeternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior JesusChrist will beabundantly supplied
toyou.

(2Pe1:8-11)

Webegin with thefirst phrasein 2Pe 1:8, For if these qualitiesareyours. Theword Greek word for quality is the
pronoun tauta referring to the qualitiesor the virtues mentioned in verses5-7: Virtue (includesrespect, loyalty,
devotion). Knowledge - perception of doctrine. Self-control - organized life. Per severance - endurance or
consistency. Godliness- living the spiritud life.

Theninverse7: Brotherly love- lovefor membersof the Royal family. Agape love- impersonal lovefor all
members of the human race. Thismeansthat we never arrive, which iswhy the second quality mentioned isgnosisor
perception of doctrine. We cannot afford to ever sop our intake of Bible doctrine and live on yesterday’ s manna as
the children of Isradl did.

The next phrasethey render isthe Greek word kathistemi which meansto prevent you from being neither useless
(ineffective) nor unfruitful (unproductive). Uselessis the adjective argouswhich meanslazy, inefficient, inactive,
careless, apathetic. It meansto shun the labor which one ought to perform which isbeing a procrastinator. Unfruitful
isthe Greek word akar pous meaning unproductive, without fruit, contributing nothing to theingtruction,
improvement, comfort of others. (see 1Co 14:14; Mat 13:22; Mat 13:22; Jud 1:12).

Tobeusdessor inefficient meansthat if you cannot take doctrinein and apply it to your personal lifeyou will never
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be spiritually self-sustaining, and therefore you will beinefficient. Y our efficiency in the spiritua life must start with
your own thinking. Thisiswhy we need to learn how to organize our time. The organization of our timeisbased
upon what our preferenceisor whereour heart is. We haveto decide what isimportant in our lifeand givethat
number 1 priority in our timedots.

For if these qualities[the dramatic seven principlesof verses5-7] are yoursand keep on increasing or areready
for action, they prevent you from being neither uselessnor unfruitful in thetrueknowledgeof our Lord Jesus
Chrig. (2Pe1:8)

Thephrasethetrueknowledge of our Lord JesusChrist isthe Greek prepositional phrase eisepignosin referring
to metabolized doctrine. Peter issaying that if you havethe dramatic 7 doctrina principlesof verses5-7, you will not
beineffective or unproductivein thetrue knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chrigt. Y our whole Chrigtian life centers
around how much knowledge of the L ord Jesus Christ you have. Thisisbecausethe key to the Chrigtian lifeisproper
motivation. Metabolized doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ givesthe believer the proper motivationtolive.
Moativational virtue, love for God, must precede production and Christian service. Thisisthe wholeissue once again
of the eating of thetree of the knowledge of good and evil inthe garden.

Inthe garden, theissuewasnot really man’ sdesireto sin, but hisambition to be independent from God. The result of
hisindependence was human good and operation fig leaves, only to find out that man’ sgoodness or righteousnesswas
minusthe perfect righteousness of God. Thisiswhat confused Satan asthe serpent in the garden of Eden, because
even hedid not really understand the difference between good and evil. For good and evil iswhat the creature
produces without the power and nature or help from God. I n the garden theissuewasnot just God reveding Hislove
to man through the promise of the coming of the seed of the woman to solve man’ sproblem with sin. And | will put
enmity between you and thewoman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruiseyou on the head,
And you shall bruisehim on thehed” (Gen 3:15). But also it was man’ sproblem of thinking that through the
knowledge of good and evil that he could belike God. The woman’ sseed isaprophecy regarding thevirgin birth of
Jesus Chrigt and the entrance of the God man in the dispensation of the Hypostati c-union.

TheLord Jesus Christ cameinto the world through the seed of thewoman. In Gen 4:1, Evesaid “ | havegotten a
manchild with thehelp of theLord”, shethought that Cain wasthe promise seed. That’ sanother reason why she
was disappointed when she had Abel because she realized that more children were on their way. Remember that
Abed's name means vanity, vapor, nothingness and even disappoi ntment.

So thesign of their salvation isgiven asleather clothing; for the anima shad to dieto provide the skinsfor man. Up
until now they had been wearing fig leaves. Theleather skinsreplaced thefig leaves, and the garmentsof skinarea
picture of salvation. The animalshad to dieto provide the skins, apicture of thework of our Lord onthe Cross. The
Hebrew verb labash means God caused them to be clothed. In the ssmeway God causes usto have salvation,
everything comesfrom God.

ThenthelLord God said, “ Behold, theman hasbecomelikeoneof Us knowing good and evil; and now, les he
gretch out hishand, and takealso from thetreeof life, and eat, and liveforever.” thereforetheLord God sent
him out from thegarden of Eden, to cultivatetheground from which hewastaken. So Hedrovetheman out;
and at theeas of thegarden of Eden Hesationed the cherubim, and theflaming sword which turned every
direction, toguard theway tothetreeof life. (Gen 3:22-24)

Man was cut off from thetree of |ife because of hispositivevolition to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Thetreeof liferepresents God’ sperfect happiness, and God' s perfect happiness perpetuated, and both were cut of f so
that they cannot exist in the human race. The closest you can cometo it isspiritual maturity. Theanaogy isthat in the
same way we can destroy the happinessof maturity by negative valition to God’ splan. If man, in spiritual death, had
eaten fromthetree of life, hisfreewill would no longer be the means of resolving the angelic conflict. Hewould have
lived forever in hispresent state of immortality, in the status of spiritua death, and the human race would have been
totally condemned to thelake of fire. Y ou cannot have an old sin nature and eat of thisparticular tree of life. You
cannot have God’ s perfect happinessand livein agtate of sin.

Y ou can’t choose both the plan of God and the cosmic system of Satan. Man would have no free will after thefall if
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he had been permitted to eat of thetree of life. Hewould have been in bondage and davery forever, thereforethetree
of lifewasput out of hisreach, so that hisfreewill would determine where he would spend eternity and whether he
would be happy or miserable. Thetree of lifewasprovided by God' sgraceto be associated with man’ s positive
volition, which wasto be expressed in hisfreewill toward the plan of God. So again, thetree of liferepresentstwo
things: 1. Perfect happiness. 2. Perfect happiness perpetuated. Just aseating from thetree of life meant happiness, so
eating doctrineisthe closest that you can cometo the perfect happinessof the Garden. Y ou can destroy that perfect
happinessthe sameway Adam did, by the use of your own vaolition.

So concerning thetreesin the garden, the Lord said, “ From any tree of thegarden you may eat freely; but from
thetreeof theknowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in theday that you eat from it you shall surely
die’ (Gen 2:16-17). Then, you know therest of the story: The serpent said to thewoman, “ Indeed, has God said,
‘You shall not eat from any treeof thegarden?’” And thewoman said to the serpent, “ From thefruit of the
treesof thegarden wemay eat; but from thefruit of thetreewhich isin themiddleof thegarden, God has
said, ' You shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die’” And the serpent said tothewoman, “ You surely shall
not die! For God knowsthat in theday you eat from it your eyeswill be opened, and you will belike God,
knowing good and evil (Gen 3:1-5). Being ableto discern the difference between what isdivine good and what is
evil or what isright and what iswrong.

So with thisenticement and lying interaction between the serpent and the woman, weread in Gen 3:6, When the
woman saw that thetree[that isthetree of knowledge of good and evil] wasgood for food, and that it wasa
dedight totheeyes and that thetreewasdesirableto makeonewise, shetook from itsfruit and ate; and she
gavealsoto her husband with her, and heate. Adam and the woman ate from the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, with no coercion of their own freewill, and they realized that without the divine provisons of God, they were
completely naked or in need of acovering from thedivine provisionsof God.

In Gen 3:11-12, And He said, “Who told you that you werenaked? Haveyou eaten from thetreeof which |
commanded you not to eat?” And theman said, “ The woman whom Thou gavest to bewith me, shegaveme
from thetree and | ate.” Then noticethat something very interesting issaid in Gen 3:22-24, Then theLord God
said, “Behold, theman hasbecomelike one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest hestretch out his
hand, and takealso from thetreeof life, and eat, and liveforever.” ThereforethelLord God sent him out from
theGarden of Eden, to cultivatetheground from which hewastaken. So Hedrovetheman out; and at the
east of thegarden of Eden He gationed thecherubim, and theflaming sword which turned every direction, to
guard theway tothetreeof life.

Thetree of the knowledge of good and evil wasthat which the original man and woman atefrom whilethetree of life
was protected and denied by God. So when we get over to the New Testament, we see the divine provisonsof God
reveal ed through the equality factor of the equal privilege of € ection and predestination.

2Pe1:1, Simon Peter, abond-servant and apostleof JesusChrist, tothosewho havereceived afaith of the
same kind as ours. Notethat every believer gartswith the samekind of faith but none of usend up that way. It all
depends upon the operation of thefilling of the Spiritin our lives. Everyone hasthe same chance from the sart of
salvation. Weadll start out with an equal amount of faith and with equal privilege and equa opportunity. In eternity
past the sovereignty of God el ected usto privilege but we have the freedom to accept or reject Hisway of doing
things. God hasonewill for al of usand that isHe willsthe highest and best for each of us. Therefore, He sartsusall
out with equal faith. If he had hisway, we' d al be advanced, living in spiritual maturity. But in contrast; some
succeed, somefail, somearewinners, somearelosers. It al depends upon your perception, metabolization and
application of Bible doctrine and the development of virtueinyour life.

So Peter saysinthisverse, to thosewho havereceived afaith of thesamekind asours, by therighteousness of
our God and Savior, JesusChridt. It isthrough the righteousness, virtue, and integrity of our God and Savior, the
Lord Jesus Chridt, that we attain everything. Thedivine policy and the divine purpose are stated in verse 2.

2Pe 1:2, Grace and peacebemultiplied toyou in theknowledge of God and of Jesusour Lord; Graceisthe
policy of God toward man. Grace aways depends on the character and nature of God and man being dependent upon
that character and nature. It depends on who and what God is, not who and what we are. For the spiritua believer,
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grace must be multiplied. Thisisbecause the believer cannot execute or fulfill the divine plan from hisown ability,
human energy, or human talent. The believer cannot execute or fulfill the divine plan through good works, or through
apleasing, sweet, persondity, or any other system of self-righteousness, morality, or sacrifice. Grace dwayshasto
comefirst becauseit’ sareminder that none of usever earn or deserve anything from God. That’ swhy it's dways:

Joh 1:17 - “grace and truth.”

Rom 1:7 - “grace and peace.”

Eph 2:8- “graceand faith.”

1Ti 1:2 - “graceand mercy.”

2Pe 3:18 - “grace and knowledge.”

It isalways God's magnificent essence that provideseverything.

Everything we need pertaining to life or spirituality comesfrom metabolized doctrine or divine power provided by
God. Thetree of life represents dependency upon thelife of another. Thetree of knowledge of good and evil issdlf-
dependency. Thetree of the knowledge of good and evil islegitimate for God because He livesin self-dependency,
but it isnot thetype of fruit for man.

then you are deceived and living in self-deception.

2Pe1:3-9, Seeing that Hisdivinepower hasgranted to useverything pertainingtolifeand godlinessthrough
thetrueknowledgeor epignosisknowledge [ metabolized doctrine] of Him who called usby Hisown glory and
excellence. For by these [metabolized doctrine, God’ sown glory in verse 3 and God’ smora excellence or virtue]
Hehasgranted to usHispreciousand magnificent promises,in order that by them [the promisesof God] you
might becomepartakersor partnersof thedivinenature, having escaped thecorruption that isin theworld
by lust.

Now for thisvery reason also, applying all diligenceor making every effort, with your faith making every
effort, with your doctrinesupply moral excellenceor virtue, and in your moral excellenceor virtue,
knowledge; [or gnosiswhich isacademicinformation]. And in your knowledge, self-control, and in your sdf-
control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godlinessor spiritual living; And in your spiritual living,
brotherly kindness[theroya family honor code], and in your brotherly kindness, virtue-love. For if these
qualitiesareyoursand keep on increasng, they render you or prevent you from being neither useless

[ meaning ineffective] nor unfruitful [or unproductive] in thetrueknowledge[or the epignosisknowledge] of our
Lord JesusChrig. For hewho lacksor doesnot havethesequalities, [in context the qualitiesarefound in verses
5-7] doctrine, virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, and spiritual living, brotherly kindness[theroyal
family honor code], and virtue-love. For hewho lacksor doesnot havethesequalitiesisblind or short-sighted,
[blind in the sense of blindnessin the soul or blackout of the soul] having forgotten hispurification or being
cleansed from hisformer sins.

Mogt believersare blinded in one of two ways. Satan hastwo main sysemsthat he usesagaing believers: Inthefirst
system arrogance blindshim. In the second system animosity toward truth blindshim. Thetarget of Satan’ sfirst
system is the believer’ sego resulting in pre-occupation with self to the exclusion of reality. Speaking to Satan, the
Lord saysinlsa14:12-14, “How you havefallen from heaven, O star of themorning, son of thedawn! You have
been cut down totheearth, You who haveweakened thenations But you said in your heart, ‘| will ascend to
heaven; | will raisemy throneabovethegarsof God, and | will sit on themount of assembly in therecesses of
thenorth. | will ascend abovetheheightsof theclouds; | will make myself liketheMost High.'”

Noticethefive“l will’ sof Satan.” Firgt, | will ascend to heaven, whichisareferenceto hisdissatisfaction with the
authority and position which God had given him. Satan wasn’t content with the appointment of God, and he wanted
to take up hisabodein the highest heaven where God resides.

Secondly, | will raissmy throneabovethesarsof God, thisrefersto sitting on the throne of God and ruling all the
angels. Again, we seethefrustration and the rejection of acreature that had negative volition toward the plan of God
for hislife. Satan or asthe L atin says, L ucifer, had been appointed the guardian of the throne of God. However, he
aspired to the possession of athrone of hisown where he could rule al of creation. Which he cannot even do now
because, those under hisrulership choose dso to beindependent from him ashe wasindependent from God.
Thethird I will, I will St on themount of assembly in therecessesof thenorth. The mount isaphrase, which
refersto the seat of divine government on planet earth. Remember that angel swere on earth perhaps thousands of
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yearsbefore humans.

Thefourth | will isfoundinsal4:14, | will ascend abovetheheightsof the cloudswhich referstotheglory
which belongsto God alone;

Then probably the most shocking of thel will’s, thefifth one: | will makemysdlf liketheMost High. Satan’ smain
purposeisnot to be unlike God, but like Him.

All of thisisto say that thefirst form of rebellion ever committed in the universe was committed in the form of
negative volition toward the plan of God on the part of acreature. Y et the shocking thing isthat thissame
independent viewpoint or system of thinking now controlsthe mgjority of unbelieversand believersin theworld
today. Very few believerstaketheir calling and el ection serioudy and therefore they reject the plan of God for their
life. Thisiswhy the apostle Paul said in Gal 5:24, Now thosewho belongto Christ Jesushavecrucified theflesh
with itspassonsand desires. If you truly believe that you belong to the L ord Jesus Christ, you will not allow your
fleshly desiresor passionsto control your life. Remember that thereisadivineblessing or adivine curse onthe
bdiever depending on hislovefor JesusChridt.

The divine blessing; Psa 23:6, “ Only prosperity and grace shall pursueme[prosperity looksfor themature
believer] all thedaysof my life”

Thedivinecurse, 1Co 16:22, If anyonedoesnot lovethelLord, let him beaccursed. Maranatha."

So, thetarget of Satan’ sfirst system isthe believer’ sego resulting in pre-occupation with self to the exclusion of
redity. Thetarget of Satan's second system istruth or Bible doctrine resulting in antagonism toward Christ, His body,
and doctrineitsalf. One syssem emphasizes self over God. The other system emphasi zes human viewpoint over divine
viewpoint. One system was devel oped by Satan bef ore the human race whichissmply living for self rather than God.
The other syssem was devel oped by Satan at thefall of the human race which ishuman viewpoint over divine
viewpoint.

Both systemsare controlled by the philosophy of Satan.

Thewholeworld liesin the power of theevil one: 1J05:19, Weknow that weareof God, and thewholeworld lies
in the power of theevil one.
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